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Great Things Happening at ComoGood News

12th Grade.  Samaya Mohamed  and Psaw Paw T Kasuh (PK)
Top of their college admission and being roommates next year at 
the U of M.

11th Grade. Peh Mue 
for working hard on Cornell Notes

10th Grade. Ywa Say
He is organized, motivated and 
a team player. He is an ideal 
AVID student with a 
great attitude!

9th Grade. Fardus Ahmed
Is intelligent and creative and 
goes above and beyond in AVID.  
She is a great example of an 
AVID student.

9th Grade. Valentina Million 
Is creative, hard working and 
intelligent. She works hard in 
AVID and embodies the 
AVID spirit.

AVID April Shinning Stars 
 



Student Success

Congratulations to Como Park’s Robotics Team, who finished out their competition sea-
son at the FIRST 10,000 Lakes Regional Competition over Spring Break.  Our robot (named “The Heart of 
the BEAST” for the rhythmic noises it makes when it runs) picked up and delivered gears, played excellent 
defense, and climbed ropes during 8 qualification rounds of the steampunk-themed game.  While we did 
not make it through to the elimination rounds, Team 2855 represented Como well.  The team sponsored a 
fan bus to encourage new members next year, welcomed visits from teachers and the Rondo Discovery 
program, and demonstrated our community outreach in front of the judges for the Chairmans Award.  We 
hope that you continue to follow our progress as we start up again in the fall of 2018! 

WALL OF GRATITUDE – WHO SEES YOU SPARKLE?
All Como Seniors!  All Senior Parents! If you would like to contribute to our Wall of Gratitude in the 
Como Senior Commons, please submit an entry on the Como website. Get started during Spring 
Break! Describe an event, tell a story, or write a phrase or sentence that reflects a success for you/
your student during your time at Como. You may honor teachers, classes or programs that you were 
particularly proud of and made a difference in your life or your student’s life. We will accept entries 
throughout April and May.

AmeriPrise Financial and Kaiser Permanente  
joined AOF students during a lunch visit to chat 
about financial planning, investment advice and 
opportunities in the health care industry. 



Way H., Kortney K., and Phillip Y., 9th grade students in Ms. Cohen’s Reading classes, were on 
stage at the Illusion Theatre in downtown Minneapolis with Kate DiCamillo, author of Because of 
Winn Dixie, and Dave Eggers, author of The Circle. They read from their original work and an-
swered questions from the audience at the fundraiser for Mid-Continent Oceanographic Institute 
(MOI). 

Phillip, Kortney, and Way arrived early to prepare back stage in the green room with their friends, family, and support-
ers.   After the authors’ informal conversation that took place on stage and Dave’s reading of his new children’s book, 
the students were introduced one at a time and stepped up to a spotlit podium.  Way read her essay, and Phillip and 
Kortney read original poems.

After their reading, they joined Kate and Dave in folding chairs 
on the stage.  Both Kate and Dave asked them questions 
about their creative process, and the audience followed up 
with questions about motivating students to write.

Phillip was nervous about his performance, but once he got on 
stage, he felt comfortable enough to be funny.  His humor bright-
ened the serious mood and opened up a path for the audience to 
participate.  Many of the guests approached Phillip at the recep-
tion after the performance to congratulate him.  Dave Eggers 
complimented Phillip, “You’re quite the gentleman and quite the 
comedian.”  Phillip is no longer nervous about being on stage, 
and he felt that it was an honor to meet the authors. 
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Kortney was nervous, too, especially since she went first.  She felt emotional as she read her poem.  In answer to a 
question about where she wrote her poem, she explained that instead of doing homework, she started to write, and 
the poem turned out better than she expected.  Kortney remarked that she was impressed to meet someone who 
had written a book that other people liked and was into made a movie.

On the hand, Way was used to being on stage and felt comfortable reading her essay and answering questions.  
She has participated in many choir and dance performances.  She liked having the McVay youth group staff ac-
company her to the event, and she feels grateful to MOI for having chosen CPSHS and giving her this opportunity.

Throughout the year, MOI staff and volunteers have supported Ms. Cohen’s 9th grade students in writing the book 
of original essays and poems, Adventures Within Another:  Stories of Identity and Culture from Como Park Senior 
High School.  A celebration of the publication of the book will be held in the CPSHS auditorium on Monday, May 
22nd at 6 p.m. 



Get Involved Student Community, 
Resources and Opportunities.

Any student interested in taking AP exam(s) this May should sign up online at
 https://goo.gl/forms/K36kJzxWsrjbpu1o2.

 Any questions, please contact Molly McCurdy at molly.mccurdy@spps.org

Here it comes, the spring play at Como Park Senior High School. The actors will 
attempt to recreate all 209 of the fairy tales of the Brothers Grimm in a wild, 

fast-paced extravaganza.



Students:  Your iPad must be 

in great, working condition!  

If your iPad is lost, broken, or 

not working you must bring it 

to Mr. Bryant in the library 

immediately!  Thank you!

All seniors who need to make 
up credits at ALC night school should 
see their counselor ASAP.





Parent News
Metro Transit is offering 
a Summer promotion for all current 
SPPS high school students! 

Thanks to Metro Transit, students will now have 
an affordable and easy way to get around the city.  

For just $25, students can purchase a Metro 
Transit Student Pass for unlimited rides on buses 
and trains from May 17 to Sept. 5. 
 
The pass will be available to all students who are currently 
in grades 9-12 (one per student). This is a great deal for 
students looking for an affordable way to get to and from 
work, summer activities and events, and for athletes partici-
pating in summer practices.

Our Como Booster Club is meeting on Monday, April 17 from 6:30-8:00pm. 
The Booster Club awarded over $3,400.00 in grants to various Como programs 
in March and will do a second series of grants this spring.

The Parent Community Council will meet on Tuesday, April 18, from 6:00-
7:30pm and discuss the school budget for the 2017-18 school year, as the St. 
Paul Public School District is again faced with budget cuts for next year.

We will also have a Coffee with the Principal on Wednesday, April 19 from 9:00-
10:00am. 

9th grade registration will happen both April 20 and April 26 from 6:00-7:00pm. 
Hope to see you all at one of our lovely parent events! Snacks are always pro-
vided.

The Blender Bike experience at Como’s conferences. Students, staff, 
parents and families all had fun! And the smoothies were delicious!  



1) College admission and Career Representative Visits 
 None scheduled at this time. 
2) Upcoming College and Career Resource (CCR) Events---examples: financial aid nights, 
college essay workshops  
· Final Accuplacer date given at Como is April 24th 8am. Saint Paul College will administer the 
test for FREE!  Students sign up on Naviance and must have applied to Saint Paul College.   
3) College Campus Visit Opportunities  
· April 14th 8am-5pm, Karen Student Day at St Cloud State University.  Transportation provided 
from Twin Cities.  Applications in CRC. 
4) Career and Community Opportunities---example: Camp Ryla  
· Ramsey County is hiring lifeguards for five beaches and Battle Creek Waterworks.  Applicants 
must be 15 years old and certified.  The full-time jobs begin June 10th.  To express interest, fill out 
the online application: hiring begins in April.  Ramsey County is also offering three-day certification 
training in South Saint Paul; tuition is $100.  
· Volunteer opportunities compiled by Harding Career Center staff Link here  
· Volunteer at the MN Children’s Museum! Apply by May 5th. Flyer Here  
· Earn money while learning about Outdoor Careers with Wilderness Inquiry.  Applications due 
March 17th Flyer Here 
5) Scholarship Opportunities  
· 2017 Graduates of a Minnesota High School interested in applying to a Historically Black 
College or University can apply through the Common Black College App for FREE! Promo Code to 
use is cbca2017  
· Puckett Scholarship at U of M Twin Cities. Deadline April 10th.  Information here 
· Dougherty Family College, a 2 year college program, part of the University of St. Thomas is 
now accepting applications from the Class of 2017.  Students seeking admission should have at least 
a 2.5 gpa, a high level of financial need and demonstrate college readiness in a written narrative and 
an interview process.   click here 
6) Resource Section---example: ACT Prep, Book options to read, links to articles/information  
· Tax Preparation help for families demonstrating financial need. Flyer Here  Remember, class 
of 2017 uses 2015 taxes for FAFSA this year.  
· MN Office of Higher Education offers a Summer Nudging Program to keep recent grads on 
track to enroll/attend their post-secondary school in the Fall.  Students can sign up now! Text COL-
LEGE to 651-243-9980.  Students receive text messages from Mn Office of Higher Ed answering their 
questions during the summer months.    
· FAFSA completion process information here FAFSA completion information  
· ACT Prep available FREE for juniors on Naviance!  Students log in to Naviance account with 

 
Counseling Bulletin is a joint bulletin for COMO/OWL available on Naviance, Como main page 
Naviance log-in for Como Park Senior High.  http://connection.naviance.com/comoparkstp Students 
can sign up for college rep visits, sign up for Accuplacer, access FREE ACT prep, research scholar-
ships and much more! Jane Treat Young, M.A.Licensed School Counselor: Saint Paul Public Schools 
Office of College and Career Readiness651.744.5231Mon, Thurs: COMO SR   Wed, Fri: OWLA 
relaxed mind is a creative mind     

PRIVILEGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - This message and any other attachments may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt 
from disclosure under applicable law.  If you are not the intended recipient or authorized to receive for the recipient, you are notified that dissemination, distri-
bution or copying of this message and any attachments is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message in error, please immediately advise the sender 
by reply e-mail and delete the message and any attachments.

Weekly CRC Announcements for Como 



Parents:  See your student grades on schoology & campus!
Login @ www.spps.org/onestop  (parents use their g# & password)

Password Problems or Reset?  Contact Aaron Bryant 
(aaron.bryant@spps.org or 651-744-2591)

Next Booster Club meeting: Mon., April 17th, 6:00-8:30 pm.  
We meet in the Athletic Director’s office at Como. All are 
welcome!

The Booster Club awarded over $3,400.00 in grants to 
various groups in March!  The Booster Club will do a 
second series of grants this Spring - watch for more info.

The Urban Growler Fundraising Event raised over $3000!  
Thank you to all who helped with this great event!

Please consider joining us for our monthly Parent and Community Council 
meeting on Tuesday, April 18 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.  The topic of the evening 
will be to update families on the current SPPS budget shortfall and its impact 
on CPSHS for the 2017-2018 school year.  We’ll also share and discuss up-
coming and important events in this last quarter of this school year.  Parents, 
students and staff are all encouraged to attend.  Your presence and participa-
tion is important.   Light refreshments will be served.   

Parent and Community Council

Booster Club Updates



Camera Donations Welcome 

If you have working film or digital cameras 
that you no longer use, please consider 
donating them to the Art Department. They 
can be point and shoot or SLR type cam-
eras, film or digital. Even if you are not sure 
if they work, your donations are welcome. 
Other items that will be accepted could be 
camera bags or accessories. Donations 
can be dropped off in the Office or students 
can bring them to Mr. McIntyre in room 
1220. His contact number is 651-744-5396 
or e-mail at jason.mcintyre@spps.org. 

Motivational Thoughts 
By: Mr. Donnell Gibson

Hello Educational family, 
 
Many of us have heard countless stories from former students mentioning educators 
(insert your work title) who where essential to their success.   We must have a “WHY 
ME/WHY NOT ME” mentally.  It will become self motivation when your mind begins to 
process this way. The “WHY ME” is to realize why you were invited into the life of that 
student to be remembered for ever. The “WHY NOT ME” is to question what haven’t 
I done to be part of some ones success story?  The acknowledgement itself isn’t the 
reward, it’s the fact that you broke through to the student.  
 
Our students are looking for people who are ok with not always understanding, and 
who will still be standing after the misunderstanding. It’s always the stories we hear 
that should prompt us to think “why me/why not me?”  The teacher that was human 
enough to cry with a student “why me/why not me”.  The educator who stayed way 
beyond work hours to be a safe presence for a student “why me/why not me”.  The 
person who spent lunch with a student who needed a safe place to eat and not feel 
alone “why me/why not me”.  We have the power to determine the amount of time 
we investment in our students beyond our titles and job descriptions.   Ask yourself 
the questions “why me” and “why not me” and see what you come up with. Then ask 
yourself if you’re ok with the answers.   
 
Thank you all for stepping into one of the most important roles in their lives.  You 
bring many blessings and individuality to this work. They are blessed to have you as 
an educator.  
 
 
“If we never question ourselves, or our actions we could never expect an answer to 
our purpose. Living without purpose is living lost on purpose” -Mr. D
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A great big thanks of appreciation to all the staff 
and students that helped and contributed to the 

creation of the newsletter.

Contact us!
website: www.comosr.spps.org 

Como Park Senior High School Newsletter designed by Cadex Herrera, AOF. 
Please note:  The newsletter is produced by CPSH staff members who believes that parents and students can make the 
CPSHS community better when they know what is going on each week. News is collected via responses to an all-staff 

email as well as from active parents who regularly share news about non-staff affiliated groups. If you have something new 
you’d like to see in the newsletter, send an email to leocadio.herrera@spps.org subject: Newsletter. 
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